practice overseas, and the promotion of research. By its initiatives the College has produced great improvements in the quality of general practice, and the General Medical Services Committee of the BMA has seen to the financial structure necessary to sustain them: together, and with the aid of an often sympathetic Department of Health, they achieved a renewal of that branch of medicine in Britain at a time when it was badly needed.
This book is a worthy record of the College's achievements in its first quarter century. It ends with a chapter on the future, making it plain that there is still much to be done: the College's past gives one confidence that it will rise to these challenges. ST Authors have been chosen who usc both micro and macro' techniq ues so that the reader may compare different methods of achieving the same desired result.
It is a shame that with such distinguished authors the quality of the illustrations does not match the description in the text. Some of the black and white photographs are very difficult to interpret and now that such superb colour photography is available it would have added greatly to the quality of this book if good illustrations had been chosen, especially in the chapters devoted to microtubal surgery.
Nevertheless this book can be recommended to all gynaecologists who are interested in developing their skills in infertility surgery. If the Editors can improve the quality of the illustrations in the next edition it would be even more valuable.
MICHAEL PUGH

Consultant Gynaecologist The Hospitalfor Women, London W1
Pseudoseizures. T L Riley & A Roy (ed) pp 231 £24.75 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1982 In the history of neurology, .epilepsy occupies a central place. Ideas derived from the study of epilepsy have, time and again, led to advances in understanding of the brain. In addition, the phenomenology for epilepsy is extraordinarily diverse and, even a hundred years after Hughlings Jackson and Gowers, there is still scope for further work. This book, taking as its subject psychogenic attacks, occurring in patients with known epilepsy, exemplifies this.
The book consists of fifteen contributions by American, Canadian and British authorities. There are five main subjects; historical aspects, neurological aspects, and the medico-legal implications of aggression and epilepsy. The balance of the contents is excellent. There is much practical advice, particularly on the new clinical approach to diagnosis and the appropriate use of the EEG by Scott; further, the relation of pseudoseizures to epilepsy itself, and to underlying psychiatric disorders, is discussed in much useful detail. Two chapters on syncope and hyperventilation, and on narcolepsy, although somewhat peripheral to the main thrust of the book, provide useful reviews of these difficult clinical problems. A possible relationship between anticonvulsant drugs and hysterical seizures is discussed, not altogether convincingly, by Trimble. There is a quite outstanding account of the relation between epilepsy and aggression by Rodin and it is worth buying the book for this chapter alone. Unfortunately, the book is marred by a profusion of typographical errors. When these begin on the first line of Chapter I, one wonders whether any proof reading was undertaken at all! Despite this impression of undue haste in the production stage, this is an interesting and informative book.
MICHAEL SWASH
Editorial Representative
Section of Neurology 'It is of crucial importance that the effects of a nuclear war be understood so that dangerous myths about the possibility of a "limited" nuclear war, and about surviving and winning a nuclear war are dispelled.'
Such are some of the conclusions of this book, which is largely based on the proceedings of the First Congress of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, held in the USA in 1981. It is a morbidly fascinating book, which presents the horrors, past and potential, of nuclear warfare in factual, non-emotional terms. The term, holocaust, is used in its correct relativity as indicating the state of affairs characterized by the deaths of millions of human beings at one fell swoop. Nuclear shelters and the like are a figment of the Whitehall-Pentagon-Kremlin bureaucratic imagination.
This is a book that should be read by every member of the profession to ensure that they are acquainted with the hard facts of nuclear life, and it should be made compulsory reading for leaders of Government.
WAR THOMSON
Editorial Representative
Open Section Concentrating in this volume on the surgical conditions that complicate pregnancy, the authors sensibly do not try to compete with such master works as Ian Donald's 'Practical Obstetric Problems' (London: Lloyd-Luke 1979) or Munro Kerr's 'Operative Obstetrics' (Myerscough P R, 1982, London: Bailliere Tindall), although they do naturally describe the routine procedures of terminating pregnancy, evacuating retained products, hysterotomy and Caesarean section.
Apart from these there is a surprising amount that they have dealt with, such as ovarian cysts in pregnancy, the abnormal smear and most original and topical of all, seat belt injuries in pregnancy. This last has obviously been especially researched. It is clearly and beautifully illustrated by colour drawings.
The section on anatomical and physiologicalincluding haematological -changes in pregnancy, with colour drawings showing how the uterus presses on the great vessels, is sheer delight.
But a book of surgery has above all to be of practical help and this is where this volume excels. For instance the steps for introducing a central venous pressure line which may be a necessity for an obstetrician are clearly shown. The intravenous replacement of blood volume is dealt with in detail, as are other methods of dealing with shock, which is the obstetrician's nightmare. While certainly not attempting to be a manual of anaesthetic technique, the book does show how some essential manoeuvres such as tracheal intubation and tracheotomy in cases of necessity from laryngeal oedema should be performed. The technique of amniocentesis with the most modern ultrasonic aids is illustrated, after a comprehensive list of all the indications has been provided.
The authors' especial interest is cancer and their techniques for dealing with early and later cancer of the cervix complicating pregnancy are masterly, as are the photographs and drawings. The colposcope can be used in pregnancy as effectively as in the non-pregnant woman, but there is the advantage that the pregnant woman is more likely to present herself to the gynaecologist than the non-pregnant woman at risk of early cancer. Pregnancy, therefore, is the ideal time to diagnose such conditions and this book, the ideal opportunity to illustrate methods of diagnosis.
The series of six volumes is unquestionably the most complete and beautiful Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery ever produced. Every volume has been a sheer delight to handle because of the quality of the photographs and illustrations and of their reproduction. All concerned in this team-work of publisher, authorsurgeons, photo-technicians, photographers and printers must share in the acclaim that every honest reviewer must give. This volume, however, outshines the previous five because of its originality and because of the thought that has gone into it. All we can say now to the authors and the publishers is 'may your strength increase'.
ELLIOT PHILIPP
Honorary Consultant Gynaecologist Royal Northern Hospital. London
Skeletal Muscle Pathology F L Mastaglia & J Walton (ed) pp 648 £45 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1982 This multiauthor text consists of 23 chapters written by 28 contributors from II countries. The first two chapters concern the features of normal skeletal muscle by Landau, and the general pathological features of skeletal muscle by Cullen & Mastaglia. These discussions are well presented and provide a good introduction to the subject. The following chapters consider the specific disorders of muscles including an excellent chapter on the neurogenic disorders affecting muscle by Jennekens. The concluding chapters
